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27th Annual Conference 
Co-Chairs Welcome! 

The Power of Three 33 = 27 

 
Welcome to the 27th annual Tri-State Conference.   We are very excited to host the conference this year at 
the newly renovated Mountain View Grand in Whitefield, NH.  While this may be a smaller venue, we will 
have the entire facility to ourselves for this conference.  Early registration is recommended, but there are 
many nearby options if our host facility fills up.  
 
The Tri-State ASBO Committee has had the benefit of several new members the past two years, and we truly 
believe you will recognize their valuable input.  We can also assure you the Program Committee has taken 
attendee feedback from our recent conferences to heart, and incorporated many suggestions into this year’s 
Professional Development programming.  One example of this will be our stranding of PD opportunities.  
 
 Each break-out segment of the overall program will have 3 distinct strands:  

*   Finance strand breakout sessions will be denoted with an “F” in the schedule. 
*   Technology strand breakout sessions will be denoted with an “IT” in the schedule. 
*   Legal strand breakout sessions will be denoted with an “L” in the schedule. 

 
As always, we have recreation and wellness activities planned too!  Feel like getting out some frustration? 
Try axe throwing!  Want to nurture or coax your artistic side out of hibernation?  Come paint and sip with a 
naturalists flair!  Yoga, water aerobics and other athletic opportunities await!  Wednesday evening we will all 
work together to solve a 1920’s murder mystery, be sure to dust off your feather boas, fringe, fedora and 
wingtips for the party!  It’s going to be the “Bee’s Knees!”  Remember to stop by the vendors’ exhibit on 
Thursday afternoon.  Their products and services help us provide solutions for our schools.   They also play a 
critical role in the financial success of the conference, and deserve all of our attention.  Thursday evening will 
see the return of our more formal banquet event, with awards, scholarships, and a live concert to follow by 
the “Tickle Band”.  A modern, pop dance band with a touch of old school R&B, funk from Portland, Maine.   
Get ready to rock! 
 
School business officials play an increasingly critical role in the present and future of education.  On both the 
national and local agenda the issues of Finance, Technology, and Legal are coming under more and more 
scrutiny.  We all need to take some time to learn, prepare, unwind, and develop strong collegial relation-
ships. 
 
We hope to see you all in the beautiful granite state of NH this coming May. 
 
Co – Chairs, 
 
Dan Rossner 
Jamie Teague 
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2019 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Host State: New Hampshire 

Conference Co-Chairs: Jamie Teague and Dan Rossner  
Secretary: Cheryl Somma 

Tri-State Treasurer: Steve Bartlett 

MAINE REPRESENTATIVES 
Diane Boucher, Director of Finance & Operations  
Gray, ME 
 
Hollis Cobb, Business Manager 
Gorham, ME 
 
Stacie Field, Business Manager 
Poland, ME 

Dean Flanagin, Director of Operations 
Westbrook, ME 
 
Allan Kochis, Director of Business Services 
Bangor, ME 
 
Kris Pottle, Business Manager 
Farmington, ME 

NEW HAMPSHIRE REPRESENTATIVES 
Steve Bartlett, Business Administrator         
Portsmouth, NH 
 
Frank Markiewicz, Business Administrator      
Exeter, NH 
 
Daniel Rossner, Business Administrator 
Plymouth,  NH 
 

Cheryl Somma, Retired 
Tilton, NH 

Jamie Teague, Business Administrator 
Hanover, NH 

VERMONT  REPRESENTATIVES 

Michelle Baker, Director of Finance & Operations 
Waitsfield, VT 

Brenda Fleming, Director, Business and Finance 
Rutland, VT 
 
Martha Gagner, Business Manager 
St. Albans, VT 

Rebecca Goulet, Finance Manager 
Winooski, VT 
 

Tisha Hankinson, Director of Finance 
Lyndonville, VT 

Steve Hier, Business Manager 
Springfield, VT 

BILL MOORMAN, EMERITUS    

Christine Blouin, Business Administrator     Mike Trojano, Retired 
Laconia, NH         Contoocook, NH 
 
Glenn Hankinson, Director of Business    
Newport, VT                            

AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVES 
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26th TRI STATE ASBO 
CONFERENCE 
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MAINE ASBO 
 
It is my honor and privilege to welcome business officials from our three great states to the 27th Annual    
Tri-State ASBO Conference at the beautiful Mountain View Grand Resort in Whitefield, NH.   

 
“The Power of Three” is a very fitting and appropriate theme for this year’s conference.  We all know 
through our chosen profession that when people and organizations work in collaboration with each other 
that greater things can happen than by working alone.  Tri-State ASBO is a perfect example of three great 
organizations working together for the greater benefit of all. These collaborative efforts continue to provide 
outstanding professional development opportunities as well as networking with others in our profession.  It 
is through these efforts, learning and sharing that we individually and regionally become the best informed 
and educated business officials for our schools, students and communities. 

 
I want to extend a sincere thanks to the Tri-State ASBO Committee for their unwavering commitment to 
showing what can be accomplished with the “Power of Three”.  Their hard work and dedication shows in 
every detail of their work from organizing the presenters, vendors, hotel and all those other details that  
occur seamlessly to those of us in attendance.  Thank you!! 

 
I sincerely hope you enjoy this year’s conference, share your experiences and expertise with others and 
that you also enjoy your time at this beautiful resort. 

 
Colin M. Walsh, CPA 

President, Maine ASBO 

 
 
VERMONT ASBO 
 

“Welcome to the 27th Tri-State Conference at the Mountain View Grand in Whitefield New Hampshire 

This is an especially challenging year for Vermont School Business Officials due to the convergence of 
mandated changes to school district governance structures, implementation of a new state-defined chart of 
accounts and the required transition to a statewide school district data management system.  I encourage 
School Business Officials to access the invaluable resources that have been organized by our Tri-State 
ASBO Committee to meet the many challenges ahead.  The support, insight, and confidence, gained from 
dialogue with highly competent peers, distinguished presenters and innovative vendor representatives will 
serve you well in your professional roles.  The venues for the Tri-State conference also provide very im-
portant opportunities for some personal renewal with friends and colleagues as well. 

I look forward to joining you! 

Frank Rucker, President, VASBO 

 

 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGES 
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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGES 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ASBO 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to 27th Annual Tri State Association of School Business Officials conference.   This year’s conference is at the 
Mountain View Grand Resort and Spa, an American treasure located in the heart of the breathtaking White Mountains.    

The Tri State Conference is a premier event that provides professional development for School Business Officials. It has al-
ways been our practice to freely share information and ideas to better prepare our school districts for the future of education. 
This year’s theme, “The Power of 33”, refers to our three states, Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont and   support for the 
overall mission of Tri State ASBO. 

This conference offers a variety of captivating sessions and dynamic speakers that are certain to make a lasting Impression.  
Break-out sessions will focus on the often complex topics of Finance, Technology, and Legal. 

Dave Davlin, this year’s keynote speaker, will inspire us with the “Game Winning 3” - “how to succeed in a  pressure-packed 
world wholly consumed with ever-changing technology” and emphasize the importance of maintaining work-life balance, one 
of our biggest challenges.   

At the end of your busy day take advantage of the many amenities offered by the Mountain View Grand… unwind, relax,    
recharge, and enjoy yourself!   The resort’s rich, historic architecture and panoramic views are sure to enhance an              
unforgettable experience.  

In closing, I would like to acknowledge the tireless efforts of the Tri-State ASBO Conference Committee. This 21-member 
committee devotes their time and energy to coordinating an event that offers valuable professional development opportunities 
as well as leisurely activities throughout the three-day conference.  Please extend your thanks to committee members when 
you see them at the conference.  

I look forward to spending time with colleagues, meeting new Tri State area members and establishing networks. 

Once again, Welcome to New Hampshire and the 27th Annual Tri State Association of School Business Officials  Conference.  
I sincerely hope you enjoy your stay. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl A. Covill 

President, NHASBO 
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STATE ASBO OFFICERS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Cheryl Covill - President 

Susan Caswell - Vice President 
Deb Mahoney- Secretary 
Karen Lessard - Treasurer 

Steve Martin - Executive Director 
 

MAINE 
Colin Walsh – President 

Traci Drake – First Vice President 
Sherry Moody– Second Vice President 

Sherrie Small – Treasurer 
Brigette Williams – Secretary 

Luci Milewski – Immediate Past President 
 

VERMONT 
Frank Rucker – President 

Nathan Lavery – Vice President 
Lisa Perreault– President Elect 

Brittany Gillman – Secretary 
Brenda Fleming – Past President 

Elizabeth Atkins - Treasurer  
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DOUGLAS H. BROWN TRI STATE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 From left - Adam Hanson, Auburn School Department, ME; Michelle Baker, Harwood Union Unified 
 School District, VT; Michael Limanni, Newfound School District, NH;  Dan Rossner (committee      

member ) 

2018 ASBO SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

 
 

SIEMENS INDUSTRY INC. SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
 

The Siemens Industry Inc. awarded three $750 College Scholarships,  
one to a Business Official from each state for a student pursuing  

a STEM related field from that BA’s school district.   
 

Winners were: 
 

Dean Flanigan, Westbrook Schools, Maine 
 Frank Markiewicz, SAU#16, New Hampshire 

Tisha Hankinson, Caledonia North Supervisory Union, Vermont 
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 
 
• As the conference will have activities outside the hotel, be sure to pack appropriate clothing 
 and an umbrella to be prepared for whatever the weather may be. (though we are hoping for a 
 warm and sunny forecast). 
 
•  The proper attire for most of the conference is office casual.  
 
•  Bring your 1920’s attire for the Murder Mystery Theater.  The best dressed state will be    

 recognized. 
 
•  Professional attire would be appropriate at the Thursday evening banquet. 
 
• Please notify the hotel if you require a special diet. 

THANK YOU 2018 SPONSORS 
 

*****PLATINUM***** 
SIEMENS 

 
*****GOLD***** 

THE ABBEY GROUP,  COMMUNITY BANK N.A 
CROSS INSURANCE, ENERGY EFFICIENT INVESTMENTS 

HEALTH TRUST, PRIMEX 
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES 

 
*****SILVER***** 

FRONTLINE TECHNOLOGIES 
HEARTLAND 

 
*****PEWTER***** 

CAFÉ SERVICES, CANON SOLUTIONS, HORACE MANN  
MOSSE & MOSSE, NH INTERLOCAL TRUST 

PEOPLES UNITED BANK, RPF ENVIRONMENTAL, SCHOOLCARE, 
SIMPLEX GRINNEL, STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 
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Tri-State Association of School Business Officials 
27th Annual Conference - May 15th - 17th, 2019 

Mountain View Grand - Whitefield, NH 

    
Reservations  are to be made directly through hotel: 

Commuter meals are purchased through www.tristateasbo.org  
Mountain View Grand Resort & Spa 

101 Mountain View Road, Whitefield, NH  03598 

603-837-2100 866-801-3653 603-837-2100 866-801-3653 

Starting Tuesday, May 14, 2019  
3 Night Package Includes 7 meals 

Wednesday: Breakfast Lunch  Dinner 
Thursday: Breakfast Lunch  Dinner 

Friday: Breakfast     

  Single  Double   
CLASSIC TOTAL $726.59 $972.50  

HISTORIC TOTAL $759.29 $1,005.20  
GRAND VIEW (QUEEN) 

TOTAL  $857.39 $1,103.30  

GRAND VIEW (KING / 
TWO QUEENS) TOTAL  $890.09 $1,136.00  

DELUXE TOTAL $1,020.89 $1,266.80  
SUITE TOTAL $1,347.89 $1,593.80  

    
Starting Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
2 Night Package Includes 6 meals 

Wednesday: n/a Lunch  Dinner 
Thursday: Breakfast Lunch  Dinner 

Friday: Breakfast     
  Single  Double    

CLASSIC TOTAL $540.20 $759.95   
HISTORIC TOTAL $562.00 $781.75   

GRAND VIEW (QUEEN) 
TOTAL  $627.40 $847.15   

GRAND VIEW (KING / 
TWO QUEENS) TOTAL  $649.20 $868.95   

DELUXE TOTAL $736.40 $956.15   
SUITE TOTAL $954.40 $1,174.15   

Shorter stays may become available at a later date, depending upon availability. 

    

Please see additional information on following page for overflow accomodations  
and Commuter Meal pricing 
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REGISTRATION 
 

The Conference Registration Fee of $160.00 and Guest Registration Fee of $60 per 
person include: Admission to all General Workshops and the Keynote Speaker for all 

three days, Wednesday afternoon “Stress Buster”, Wednesday Mystery Theater, 
Thursday Band, nightly social activities and the Vendor Exhibition on Thursday after-

noon.  Appropriate badge required for all events. 
 

INFORMATION FOR ROOMS AND MEALS IS ON THE NEXT PAGE. 
ROOM & MEAL REGISTRATION IS THROUGH THE HOTEL 

Registration for the Conference and for commuter meals must be done online. 

• Log on to www.tristateasbo.org and follow the instructions. 
• Presentations will be available to download from the Tri-State website. 

Tri-State Association of School Business Officials 
27th Annual Conference - May 15th - 17th, 2019 

Mountain View Grand - Whitefield, NH 
   

Overflow accommodations - The following hotels are in reasonable proximity to the  
Mountain View Grand 

Arrangements may be made directly with these locations.   
Commuter meal packages are available if staying off site through www.tristateasbo.org 

   
Barron Brook Inn - 1.4 Miles from Conference 
Site COMMUTER MEALS:   
www.barronbrookinn.com WEDS BREAKFAST $26 
(603) 837-8900 WEDS LUNCH $29 
 WEDS DINNER (Murder Mystery) $55 
Cabot Inn & Suites - 7.5 Miles from Confer-
ence Site THURS BREAKFAST $26 
www.cabotinnandsuites.com THURS LUNCH $29 
(603) 788-3346 THURS DINNER (Banquet/Band) $55 
 FRI BREAKFAST $26 
Arlington Hotel - 9.3 Miles from Conference 
Site   
www.arlingtonhotelnh.com   
(603) 869-7777   
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ASBO INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
Angela Von Essen 

Angela Von Essen is the Assistant Super-
intendent for Business and Operations of 
the West Valley School District No 208, 
Yakima, Washington.  Angela serves on 

the ASBO International Board. 
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KEYNOTE  
SPEAKER 
Dave Davlin 
THE GAME WINNING THREE 

 
Success can be defined in its simplest form as making 
life better for someone else.  Whether it comes in creat-
ing a better product, helping to relieve someone’s stress 
or pain, bringing someone laughter or joy or helping 
someone get more out of their life, success is always 
about serving. 
 
This being the case, the key to success in any business lies not only in the development of great products and 
services, but more importantly in the development of great people.  In this insightful presentation, Dave Davlin 
shares three essential ingredients for developing a purpose-driven mentality to achieve a fulfilling career and 
balanced life. 
 
This presentation is an hour of interaction, humor, audience participation mixed with a powerful message.  It is 
a roller coaster ride of emotion that will find the audience engaged in hilarious laughter one moment and 
brought to tears the next. 
 
The audience will be challenged to make the most of every moment in order to develop themselves personally 
and professionally while creating value and making a difference in the lives of others. 
 
KEY TAKE-AWAYS 
 
•  Developing vision and a sense of purpose 

•  Recognizing and embracing the importance of time 

•  Understanding and embracing the value of service in the pursuit of success 

 

 

 

Www.davedavlin.com 
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7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  BREAKFAST 
 
7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  STUDENT ENTERTAINMENT  
    Campton Elementary School Music Department "Spicy Selections " 
 
8:00 AM – 1:30 PM  ATTENDEE REGISTRATION  
 
8:45 AM - 9:00 AM  WELCOME  
    Jay Kahn, Chair of the NH Senate Education Committee 
 
9:00 AM – 10:30 AM  GENERAL SESSION 
    RISK MANAGEMENT: SAVING MONEY, SAVING TIME and                   
    IMPROVING OUTCOMES WITH YOUR FACILITY TEAM 
    Presenter: Matt Comai, Surge Resources  
    When "people problems" seem to defy lasting solution, we need a different  
    approach. A new problem-solving method called design thinking offers a  
    fresh, effective way to achieve better and more lasting results with less wasted  time 
    and effort.         
 
10:30 AM – 10:45 AM  AM BREAK 
 
10:45 AM – 12:00 NOON CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
   
 FINANCE  GASB 84 
    Presenter: Sheryl Pratt, Plodzik & Sanderson 
    GASB 84 becomes effective July 1, 2019 and now is the time to act as it will affect 
    how student activities, district activities and principal accounts will be reported in 
    your School District’s financial statements.  We will review how these funds will 
    now be reported and in what funds they will be reported in.  In addition, we will     
    discuss what you will need to do between now and year end to determine in what      
    governmental, proprietary or possibly custodial fund they will be reported in.  We 
    will review a set of financial statements which have been converted for this         
    reporting requirement.  Finally we will discuss how these funds will affect any    
    financial statements filed with the States of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
     
 TECHNOLOGY EXCEL POWER QUERIES 
    Presenter: Kara Levasseur 
    Power Query is a business intelligence tool available in Excel that allows you to   
    import data from many different sources and then clean, transform and reshape your 
    data as needed.  It allows you to set up a query once and then reuse it with a simple 
    refresh. It’s also pretty powerful. Power Query can import and clean millions of  
    rows into the data model for analysis after. The user interface is intuitive and well 
    laid out so it’s really easy to pick up. It’s an incredibly short learning curve when 
    compared to other Excel tools like formulas or VBA.  The best part about it, is you 
    don’t need to learn or use any code to do any of it.     
          

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

TRI-STATE ASBO 2019 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2019 

W
ED

N
ESD

AY, M
AY

 15, 2019 
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STUDENT ENTERTAINMENT 

WEDNESDAY MORNING 

THURSDAY EVENING 

FRIDAY MORNING  

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER IMPROV 
Join us 

Wednesday Evening, May 15th 
At Lou Zar’s 1920 Speakeasy: The Crystal Ballroom  

Doors open at 6:10, knock twice and utter the password 
Come “dip the bill” for a night of merriment, munchies 

 and mystique.  Listen to a bit of mirth, “grab a cup of joe”  
or some “giggle juice” and solve a murder, too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things take a turn for the gutter at Mafia Don Lou Zar’s juice joint when someone is put on ice! 
The crowd is chock full of potential suspects. Jealous, jilted lovers, a rival Mafioso, and a pair of 
undercover feds make an appearance at this speakeasy and not a single person is muttering a 
word! Help find out who’s on the level and who’s on the lam by trading clues with your guests, 
gathering information, and solving the crime before the murderer hotfoots it out of there! 

Dress for this night of murderous mayhem includes flapper dresses, zoot suits, feather boas and 
headbands, pinstriped suits and fedoras. If you aren’t feeling that jive you can dress as a private 
detective to help solve the crime, just don’t frame the wrong guy! 

Dress like the cat’s meow as one state will garner the title and trophy of Best Dressed 1920’s 
group of guests.  Multiple prizes will be awarded for other notable accomplishments.  
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - WEDNESDAY,  MAY 15, 2019 

10:45 AM – 12:00 NOON CONCURRENT SESSIONS CONTINUED 
 
 LEGAL  FLSA UPDATE AND TRAPS FOR THE UNWARY 
    Presenters:  Laurel McClead and Anna Cole, Drummond Woodsum 
    Wage and hour laws are riddled with traps for the unwary that can create significant 
    potential liability if school employees are not receiving all of the wages to which  
    they are entitled.  In 2018, the Federal Department of Labor reinstituted its practice 
    of publishing opinion letters in which it anonymously summarizes a particular set of 
    circumstances being faced by a particular employer and answers the employer’s  
    question regarding how the Fair Labor Standards Act applies to the circumstances.
     

12:00 NOON – 1:00 PM LUNCH BUFFET 
 
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM  GENERAL SESSION     
    CREATE A BLAME FREE & GOSSIP FREE WORK ENVIRONMENT 
    Presenter: Dr. Gerri King  
    Join the movement to create a motivating and safe workplace where employees  
    and leaders can concentrate on their jobs without distracting and destructive  
    blaming and gossiping.  Consider the benefits of a work environment where  
    fear, worry, resentment and suspicion are absent; a place where the work flows,  
    because the avenues previously cluttered with destructive chatter have been  
    cleared 

2:30 PM – 2:45 PM  BREAK 

3:00 PM - 5:30 PM  WELLNESS ACTIVITIES 
     
    WALK THE HOTEL GROUNDS WITH MIKE TROJANO 
         
    AXE THROWING 
         
    PAINT AND SIP  
         

YOGA 

6:30PM - 9:00PM   1920’s MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER 
 
9:15PM—11:00PM  ZAK TROJANO PERFORMING LIVE MUSIC 
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6:00 AM   WALK/RUN  PRIMEX 
    AQUA FITNESS 
     
7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  BREAKFAST 
 
8:00 AM – 1:30 PM  ATTENDEE REGISTRATION 
     
8:45 AM— 9:00 AM  NH WELCOME 
    Marion Anastassia, ED.D., Superintendent of Schools  
    White Mountain Regional School District, Whitefield, NH 
 
9:00 AM – 10:30 AM  GENERAL SESSION –  
    TOOLS FOR MARKETING YOUR CO-CURRICULAR BUDGET 
    Presenter: Mark Halloran 
    Co-Curricular costs are frequently scrutinized or challenged during the budget       
    development and public hearing processes.  Having these public conversations is a 
    critical skill that can help any Administrative team build support for these programs 
    that further student engagement in their school community.  Greater student               
    engagement leads to better student outcomes. 

DID YOU FORGET TO PACK YOUR BATHING SUIT? 

As part of our wellness program we are encouraging all participants 
to join us in the hotel pool for a fun session of AQUA FITNESS on 
Thursday Morning (May 16th) at 6:00 am. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - THURSDAY,  MAY 16, 2019 

10:45 AM – 12:00 NOON CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 
     
 FINANCE  CROWD-BASED FUNDING—SETTING YOUR DISTRICT UP FOR SUCCESS 
    Presenter:  Sara Kirk 
    This session will discuss best practices for school districts to follow when evaluating 
    the usage of crowd-based fundraising platforms at your district and the potential      
    issues surrounding them that could impact compliance with policies or other             
    regulations.   Attendees will also learn best practices for establishing a compliant, yet 
    flexible set of crowd-based fundraising policies and procedures once a platform has 
    been approved for usage.  
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019 
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10:45 AM—12:00NOON  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS CONTINUED 
   

 TECHNOLOGY GOOGLE MANAGEMENT 
Presenter: Dennis Crowe, Director of Instructional Technology for the  
Gorham Maine School Department 

    Apparently, there is more to the world than Excel and Word! Now I've got this  
    G Suite thing, what do I do? Tips on managing emails, documents, surveys, and other 
    tools in G Suite.   

 
 LEGAL   STAYING OUT OF THE WEED(S) -HOW TO DEAL WITH MARIJUANA AND  
    OTHER DRUG USE BY EMPLOYEES  
    Presenter: Anna Cole & Laurel McClead, Drummond Woodsum 
    Given the expansion of states that have legalized or decriminalized medical and/or              
    recreational marijuana, employers are more and more frequently being asked to address    
    questions related to employee drug use.  This program provides employers with information 
    and practical tips related to dealing with drug use issues in the workplace.  
    Topics will include: state and federal laws.  Drafting drug & alcohol policies. Employee     
    discipline and performance concern, drug testing and regulating employees. 
             
12:00 NOON – 1:00 PM  LUNCH BUFFET 
    
1:15 PM – 2:30 PM  CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS  
 
 FINANCE  INTERNET COMMERCE 

Presenter:  Tri-State Committee Members 
Tri-State committee members will discuss their experience and practices for implementing     
P-Cards, and online vendors WB Mason and Amazon in their districts. 
 

 TECHNOLOGY DEVICE MANAGEMENT 
Presenter:  Dennis Crowe, Director of Instructional Technology for the  
Gorham Maine School Department 

    Moving to a one-to-one technology device environment in your schools? After you 
    pay the bill, there are a few other things to be concerned with, including; insurance, 
    control, and legal ramifications.  

 
 LEGAL   STUDENT TRANSPORTATION TRACKING, PARENT APPS AND PERSONAL        
    INFORMATION: UNDERSTANDING THE REQUIREMENTS, LIABILITIES AND 
    BEST PRACTICES 

Presenters: Tim Ammon, School Bus Consultants & Brantley Hooks, SafeStop 
Schools districts are experiencing more and more calls to push information out to  
parents.  No service is more impacted by that than transportation.  Telling (and more 
commonly showing) parents where the bus is, when it is going to get to me, and when 
it is going to arrive at its destination has become the default expectation for managing 
school districts.  Meeting this expectation requires a thorough understanding of the 
laws and expectations regarding the management of personally identifiable            
information.  This session will focus on familiarizing attendees with the legal        
requirements, establishing best practices that determine what data to share and when, 
and how to create expectations for your 
vendors and then audit their perfor-
mance to ensure compliance. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - THURSDAY , MAY 16, 2019 
 
 
2:30 PM – 5:00 PM  EXHIBIT HALL OPEN /VENDOR RECEPTION 
 
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM  BANQUET 
 
    ASBO INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE - ANGELA VON ESSEN 
 
    SIEMENS SCHOLARSHIP—DARYL JOURDRY 
 
    DOUG BROWN SCHOLARSHIP—DAN ROSSNER 
 
7:45 PM – 8:30 PM  STUDENT ENTERTAINMENT  
    White Mountain HS "Progressive Styles"  
 
8:30PM — 11:00PM  LIVE MUSIC BY TICKLE 
 

 
 

 
 

TH
U
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AY, M
AY

 16, 2019 
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6:00 AM   WALK/RUN  HEALTHTRUST 
     
7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  BREAKFAST BUFFET 
 
7:30 AM—8:30 AM  STUDENT ENTERTAINMENT  
    White Mountain HS "Progressive Styles"  
     
8:45 AM – 10:15 AM  DISCUSSION SESSIONS  
    HOT TOPICS BY STATE 

Maine—Maine ASBO 
New Hampshire—Gordon Graham 
Vermont—Vermont ASBO 
 

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM  BREAK 
 
10:45 AM – 12:00 NOON KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
    “THE GAME WINNING 3” 

FR
ID

AY, M
AY

 17, 2019 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019 
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MEET THE PRESENTERS 

 

 
 

Tim Ammon 
Tim is the Chief of Business Development for School Bus Consultants.  Tim has assisted districts across the United 
States with operational analyses and transportation assessments.  His work has focused on operational performance 
and on system specification, acquisition, integration and use.  Tim's work in the systems implementation arena has 
caused him to focus intensely on how districts can use their data to increase transparency, improve service and    
improve efficiency.  Tim holds an undergraduate degree in History and Education, and a Master of Public Administra-
tion degree (MPA) in Urban Management from American University 
 
Anna B Cole 
Anna Cole is a member of Drummond Woodsum's Labor and Employment Group.  Anna provides counseling and 
litigation services to public and private employers, as well as Indian nations and their enterprises, in all aspects of 
employment law.  She represents employers in collective bargaining, contract administration, grievance and           
arbitration proceedings and before the New Hampshire Public Employees Labor Relations Board.  Anna presents on 
employment topics nationally and provides training seminars for individual groups. 

 
Matt Comai 
Matt Comai is the Safety Consultant for Surge Resources a Professional Employment Organization in Manchester, 
New Hampshire.  Matt has over 18 years of experience in Health & Safety, Risk Management, and Industrial Hygiene 
and specializes in helping facilities create healthier indoor environments using the most up to date and most environ-
mentally safe and effective chemicals, tools. equipment, and ergonomics best practices.  Matt previously worked as a 
Risk Management Consultant for Schools for the New Hampshire Local Government Center where he created      
successful programs to reduce risk.  He has presented nationally for the Pennsylvania State Education Association, 
the National Environmental Health Association, Annual Conference in Tucson Arizona, and the ASBO International 
Annual Conference in Denver, Colorado. 
 
Dennis Crowe 
Dennis Crowe has been in education for 37 years.  First as a middle school teacher and 20 years as a district      
technology director.  He is also certified as an Educational Technology Leader with CoSN and is the current president 
of ACTEM (Association of Computer Technology Educators of Maine). 

 
Dave Davlin - Keynote 
Over 25 years ago, Dave Davlin began bringing smiles to faces with a form of entertainment he developed as a 
young boy.  From NBA and major college arenas across America to the Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, South 
Korea - and even to the world-famous Branson Strip - "Travelin" Davlin has entertained people of every age and 
background.  His amazing ability with basketballs even landed his name and picture in the 1990 Guinness Book of 
World Records. 
 
Gordon B. Graham 
Gordon Graham has been an attorney with Soule, Leslie, Kidder, Sayward & Loughman, PLLC since 1987.  He    
concentrates his practice in school law and municipal law.  He is a past President of the New Hampshire Council of 
School Attorneys and is a member of the Municipal Law Section of the New Hampshire Bar Association; New    
Hampshire Municipal Lawyers Association; New Hampshire Council of School Attorneys; and the New Hampshire 
and American Bar Associations. 
 
Mark Halloran 
Mark Halloran has been employed by SAU #48 for 29 years.  The first 14 years as an Assistant Superintendent and 
the last 15 years as Superintendent.  SAU #48 is the largest SAU (9 Districts) in the State of New Hampshire.  SAU 
#48 has 47 board members, 1900 students, 405 employees, 13 collective bargaining agreements and a total budget 
of $44.9 million dollars.  Prior to joining SAU #48, Mark worked in both the public and private sectors.  As a volunteer, 
he has been a Selectman, Library Trustee and a member of the hospital Board of Directors.  Mark has also been a 
member of civic organizations and coached in numerous youth athletic leagues. 
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MEET THE PRESENTERS 

 

Brantley Hooks 
Brantley is an Account Executive with SafeStop.  Brantley began his career in pupil transportation at the start of 2017 
with the mandate of increasing SafeStop's brand across the industry, while adding new clients and customers to the   
platform.  Brantley is responsible for promoting client success by working to identify critical needs, existing infrastructure 
and designing an implementation pathway that will maximize the operational utility and communications capabilities of 
the SafeStop app. through implementation support.  In this role, he has assisted a number of large, complex districts to 
sucessfully adopt and implement SafeStop.  These districts have included Williamson County Schools, Albuquerque  
Public Schools, Fort Worth ISD and Knox County Public Schools.  Prior to his time at SafeStop, Brantley worked for a 
large privately held logistics brokerage along with the Hertz Coproration where he helped implement and m,anaged the 
Hertz On Demand platform in Hoboken, New Jersey.  He holds a Bachelor's degree in Sociology from Bucknell           
University. 
 
Gerri King, Ph.D. 
Gerri King, Ph.D., is a social psychologist and organizational consultant to corporations, nonprofits, government,         
education, and healthcare. She works throughout the U.S., Asia, and Canada with a focus on Mergers and Acquisitions, 
Strategic Planning, Leadership and Supervisory Training, Conflict Resolution, Managing Change, and Enhancing Teams. 
Based in Concord, NH, she is a founding partner of Human Dynamics Associates. Gerri also has a new book out,     
available on Amazon.com, called The "DUH" Book of Management and Supervision: Dispelling Common Leadership 
Myths. 

 
Sara Kirk 
Sara Kirk began her career in the Phoenix office of HeinfeldMeech, a CPA firm specializing in governmental and not-for-
profit auditing and consulting in July of 1999.  For many years, Sara managed financial and compliance audit services for 
numerous governmental entities and in the last few years, began providing consulting services for governmental entities 
full time.  She provides guidance and training on accounting and auditing issues relevant to governmental entities and 
currently sits on the Certificate of Excellence Advisor Committee for the Association of School Business Officials         
International (ASBO), reviewing offer 2,000 Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports for eligibility in the Certificate of 
Excellence in Financial Reporting (COE) Program.  Sara is also a member of the AICPA and ACFE 

 
Kara Levasseur 
Kara Levasseur is the Technology Coordinator at Plymouth Elementary School, NH who oversees the District's SIS and 
assessment coordination.  Kara was formally the IT and Account Manager at H32 Design and Development , a computer 
kiosk and software company that specializes in GSA contracts. 

 
Laurel A McClead 
Laurel McClead is a member of Drummond Woodsum's Labor and Employment Group.  Her practice is focused on the 
representation of public and private employers in all aspects of employment law.  Laurel regularly counsels employees of 
all sizes on compliance with state and federal employment laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLS), Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
well as state wage and hour, discrimination and leave laws.  She also assists employers facing government audits for the 
U.S. Department of Labor and the New Hampshire Department of Labor. 

 
Sheryl A. Pratt 
Sheryl has been a governmental auditor since 1991 with Plodzik & Sanderson, Professional Association and was promot-
ed to a Director and Officer with the firm in 2005.  During her time with the firm she has performed both financial        
statement and Federal compliance audits of towns, cities, school districts. school administrative units, village districts, 
and water and fire precincts.  She is a licensed Certified Public Accountant in the States of New Hampshire and Vermont.  
Her professional memberships include the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), New Hampshire 
Society of Certified Public Accountants (NHSCPA), NH Association of School Business Officials and NH Government 
Finance Officers Association. 
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       2018 Conference in Review 
 
To ask yourself “What If…?” Mike Rayburn our keynote on Friday left us with more questions than answers.  After all, learning how 
to process and find information to make the best decisions for themselves, what we want students to learn? Well, we all need to 
continue to ask ourselves “what if”. As we know nothing is stagnant, not our student counts, not our revenues and especially not 
the educational and social needs of our students. We are constantly charged with looking outside the box.  For many of us this is 
easier said than done. What this conference provides are tools for you to be able to do just that, from speakers, vendors and     
mostly our peers. 
 
Once again for our 26th year the knowledge and socializing were plentiful.   
 
We learned about ESSA from a very colorful speaker, Sharie Lewis (all the way in from Portland Oregon) 
Problem Solving, by Dr. Tammy Lenski, Teacher Negotiations, by Joe Blanchette (a former teacher himself) and many other in-
formative presenters (you really have to attend to appreciate all of them) - Hint – Don’t forget to register for our 2019 Conference. 
 
 
Exciting wellness was also packed into this conference, from kayaking in Casco Bay to paint night, water aerobics and morning 
walks and runs. 
 
At our Wednesday night banquet we were entertained by the one and only comedian, Bob Marley from his home state of Maine. 
He certainly provided us with a great deal of laughter, some of the best wellness we could have had. 
 
Once again, we were on the boat for a short tour of Casco Bay to Peaks Island for a wonderful lobster bake and were rewarded 
with an unbelievable sunset to enjoy. 
 
Student entertainment continues to remind us of what we are here for and why our jobs are so important.  
 
Much of this conference would not be possible without the support of our vendors. Please continue to support them by visiting 
with them at all our conferences, and follow up after the conference. 
 
We continue to strive to bring pertinent, current, valuable information that will enable us to do our jobs to the best of our abilities. 
Please feel free to reach out to any of your conference coordinators, and fill in your survey, as this information is very important to 
us as we develop the next conference. 
 
What did you bring back from this conference? 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane, Hollis and Dean 
2018 Conference Co-Chairs 
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THANK YOU 2018 EXHIBITORS 

 A Plus Athletic Products, INC  MSMA 

A-COPI  Municipal Leasing Consultants 

AFLAC  National IPA 

Aries Building Systems LLC  National Life Group 

BMI Audit Services, LLC  New England School Development Council 

Canon Solutions America  NH Interlocal Trust 

Cascade School Supplies  NH Public Deposit Investment Pool 

Citizens Commercial Banking  O'Connor Bus Sales 

Clean-O-Rama  Office Systems of Vermont and NH 

Community Bank N.A.  Patcraft 

Competitive Energy Services  People's United Bank 

Consolidated Communications  Primex 

Conway Office Solutions  RPF Environmental, inc 

Energy Efficient Investments, Inc  Schiavi Leasing Corporation 

Energy Management Consultants, Inc.  School Furnishings 

FirstLight  SchoolCare 

Formax Direct  SchoolDude 

Fresh Picks Cafe  Siemens Industry, Inc. 

Frontline Education  SimplexGrinnell/Johnson Controls 

G & E Roofing  Staples Business Advantage 

Gorham Savings Leasing Group, LLC  TD Bank 

Harriman  Tecta America New England 

HealthTrust  The Abbey Group 

Heartland School Solutions-MySchoolBucks  The Garland Company, Inc. 

Horace Mann  The HL Turner Group 

Lavallee Brensinger Architects  TimeClock Plus 

Liberty Mutual Insurance  TRA, Inc. 

Maine Paper & Janitorial Products, Inc.  Tyler Technologies 

Mannington Commercial  U.S. OMNI 

MealTime/The CLM Group  VALIC 

Mosse and Mosse  Virco Inc 

  WB Mason 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

TRI-STATE ASBO 2020 
 

The Tri-State ASBO Committee 
is looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the 28th Annual 
Conference, May 13th – 15th at 
the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
in Burlington, VT. 

Please join us as we return to 
this wonderful location in    

Burlington, VT.  The hotel, formerly the Sheraton, has completed renovations and is now the 
Doubletree by Hilton.  In addition to wonderful meeting, seminar, & event spaces, the hotel 
is close to downtown Burlington’s shops, restaurants, and lakefront.  Please save the date to 
join us in beautiful Vermont in 2020. 
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NOTES 
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